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Abstract	
  
	
  
The	
  Hazardous	
  Weather	
  Testbed	
  (HWT)	
  at	
  the	
  National	
  Weather	
  Center	
  in	
  Norman,	
  
OK	
  is	
  at	
  once	
  a	
  concept,	
  a	
  facility,	
  people	
  and	
  programs	
  all	
  working	
  together	
  to	
  
achieve	
  highly-­‐effective	
  interaction	
  between	
  severe	
  weather	
  research	
  and	
  
operations.	
  	
  A	
  collaborative	
  effort	
  between	
  the	
  Storm	
  Prediction	
  Center	
  (SPC),	
  the	
  
Norman	
  Weather	
  Forecast	
  Office	
  (WFO),	
  and	
  the	
  National	
  Severe	
  Storms	
  Laboratory	
  
(NSSL),	
  the	
  HWT	
  fosters	
  mutually-­‐beneficial	
  interactions	
  between	
  operational	
  
forecasters	
  and	
  research	
  community	
  partners.	
  	
  Such	
  interactions	
  provide	
  powerful	
  
benefits	
  to	
  developers	
  and	
  researchers	
  engaged	
  in	
  future	
  forecast	
  and	
  warning	
  
technologies,	
  method	
  and	
  science.	
  This	
  presentation	
  will	
  highlight	
  how	
  some	
  of	
  
these	
  partners	
  used	
  the	
  HWT	
  in	
  2012	
  to	
  advance	
  their	
  work.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  new	
  
strategies	
  and	
  approaches	
  under	
  consideration	
  for	
  the	
  HWT	
  in	
  2013	
  and	
  beyond	
  
will	
  also	
  be	
  presented.	
  


